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Report on Ecosystem Recovery 

Planning Process
April ðJune Update Summary

ÅSupport Staff attended two more process/Ecosystem 

Recovery Plan workshops with the Partnership

ÅThree Implementation Committee (IC) meetings and 

one IC WebEx meeting were focused on Ecosystem 

Recovery Planning

ÅThree consensus decisions on elements to bring forward 

to Executive Committee
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Where We Are
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ÅExecutive Committee approval ofñor modifications 

and approval ofñprioritized lists of: 1) Vital Signs/ 

components, 2) pressures, and 3) strategies

ÅOngoing development of goals, conceptual models, 

adaptive management process, and results chains

ÅJuly 15 òcheck-inó deliverable with the Partnership

ÅFinal template for Plan expected in mid-July from 

the Partnership

ÅDraft Plan to be vetted by Committees in August/ 

September

ÅDraft Plan due to the Partnership September 30

Next Steps
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Requests for Executive 

Committee Decision

Implementation Committee Recommendations 
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Components are what we want to protect or restore

Decision #1

Prioritized List of Vital Signs/Components
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Prioritized Components and Vital Signs 
(see handout)

Chinook Salmon * 1

Floodplains *

Estuaries * 2

Land Development and Cover *

Summer Stream Flow *

Freshwater Quality * 3

Shoreline Armoring

Marine Water Quality

Shellfish Beds 4

Toxins in Fish

High Priority

Marine Shorelines and Nearshore

Onsite Sewage Systems 5

Eelgrass 6

Freshwater Wetlands

Drinking Water 7

Marine Sediment Quality

Medium Priority

Pacific Herring 8

Orcas

Birds

Local Foods 9

Low Priority

Notes:

* Six components identified as very high 

priority in 2015

1 Includes other salmonids

2 Includes smaller streams, estuarine 

wetlands, tidal marshes, and mudflats

3 Includes stormwater

4 Includes all classified commercial/ 

recreational shellfish beds

5 Includes wastewater discharged to 

sewer systems, and municipal sewage 

6 Includes other habitat-forming 

submerged vegetation (bull kelp, etc.)

7 Includes groundwater

8 Includes Pacific herring, surf smelt, sand 

lance, and other forage fish

9 Includes fish, shellfish, wild game, fowl, 

and plants (but not farmed species/ 

crops)

10 Includes shoreline access

11 Includes beaches and all nature-based 

recreation and work

Good Governance

Cultural Wellbeing

Sound Stewardship

Economic Vitality

Sense of Place 10

Outdoor Activity 11

Human Health and Quality of Life Priority Linkages
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ÅòPriorityó ratings reflect the ICõs understanding of 

components that are most threatened and where 

opportunities to address them currently exist

ÅIC members agreed all identified components are 

important to long -term recovery of the watersheds, 

and future adjustments to strategies will eventually 

address everything, not just òhigh priorityó category

Prioritized Components/Vital Signs Clarification
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ÅThe IC recognizes the strong link between human 

wellbeing and ecosystem health

ÅThe IC determined that most human health and 

human quality of life components would be best 

addressed: 

ïAlongside all of the ecosystem Vital Signs/components

ïEmbedded within the approach to each ecosystem 

component

ïNot prioritized within the list of ecosystem components 

Prioritized Components/Vital Signs Clarification 

(cont.)
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Decision #2

Matrix of Priority Pressures Impacting the 

Priority Vital Signs/Components

These relationships/interactions define our hypotheses
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Defining Relationships/Hypotheses

Estuaries

Floodplain

Shellfish

Chinook

Quality of 

Life

What we want to 

protect or restore

Fragmentation

Symptom that 

there is 

degradation

Shoreline 

Hardening

Barriers to 

Tidal Flow

Human activity 

causing the 

problem 

Altered 

Sediment

Dams

Roads

Land 

ConversionDevelopment

Target: By 2020, 

7,380 quality acres 

of estuarine wetland 

are restored

Pressures Taxonomy

Shoreline 

Infrastructure

Levees/ 

Tidegates
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Prioritized Pressures 
(see handout)


